
 

 

GEN International Newsletter June 2015
Editorial: Celebrating 20 Years of the Global Ecovillage Network

Dear Friends of the Global Ecovillage
Network!

20 years ago, a group around the Danish couple
Hildur and Ross Jackson founded the Global
Ecovillage Network, launched at an Ecovillage
Conference at Findhorn. They understood that the
power of communities and ecovillages to love, work
with and regenerate the life systems that they are
a part of is essential to building a sane and
sustainable culture. From that insight, it was a
natural step to dream of a community of
communities, a network of trust, mutual support
and knowledge transfer between these ecovillages
worldwide. Together, they show that another world
in fact is not only possible, but is emerging in
many places.

In the last 20 years we have seen contributors,
supporters, visionaries, activists, community-
leaders and GEN-staff who gave their best to distill
and showcase the practical solutions found in
ecovillages, create a base of reliable knowledge
and share this with the rest of the world. Within
GEN, a strong bond was created between
ecovillages in the Global South and North, the East
and West, encouraging mutual understanding and
healing of wounds of colonisation and exploitation.
The learning is ongoing.

We can clearly see how during these 20 years the
public image of ecovillages has changed.
Increasingly, today, what was once perceived as
niche phenomenon is now seen as a source of
inspiration and solutions in times of climate change
and crises. Ecovillages across the world are
frequented by change-makers, politicians,
scientists, and entrepreneurs who wish to learn
about community building, ecological practices and
a fair economy. We can feel the healing impulse
that emerges from communities that start
designing their future together. The fact of being
part of a network helps each project to receive and
give valuable feedback, to grow and transform
through time, and feel encouraged in times of

 
For all of you who can´t attend the summit in
person, join us without moving from your home,
without travelling and with no carbon emissions -
we have set up streaming to come to you instead!
Please sign up here: http://gen.ecovillage.org/
node/5538

Last, but not least, we are still looking for financial
support for our most inspiring representatives from
the Global South to take part. Please be part of the
dream and support us with a donation here:
http://donate.ecovillage.org/gen20/

We wish you good inspiration!
Leila Dregger, Kosha Joubert, Jenefer

http://gen.ecovillage.org/node/5538
http://donate.ecovillage.org/gen20/


The Final Push: As Time decreases, Intensity
increases!
News from the GEN Summit Fundraising Campaign: We
have now raised over $55,000! More than 45 delegates are
now funded from Bangladesh, Senegal, Columbia and
many more. THANK YOU!!! You are supporting not just

crises.
Please watch this inspiring video of a TedTalk by
Kosha Joubert, President of GEN International:
https://youtu.be/gGbuOBCGfmQ

We will be celebrating 20 years of GEN and 10
years of Gaia Education at the place where the
network was founded: in Findhorn/Scotland from
July 6 - 10th (www.findhorn.org/GEN+20).

In the midst of the celebrations, we will launch the
new GEN book: "Ecovillage - 1001 ways to heal
the planet" by Kosha Joubert and Leila Dregger.
(Link) During the summit you will get a special
offer, after the summit you can order the book at a
normal price, which will support GEN
(http://gen.ecovillage.org) or Triarchy Press
(http://www.triarchypress.net).

 

Marquis (editor)
 

Read the editorial here

Feedback to the newsletter and suggestions for the
next one please to: leila.dregger(at)snafu.de

Read the newsletter as PDF here
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individuals, but key people with the power to change
many lives. These participants are leaders of projects on
the ground in their home regions. Your donations
empower them to magnify their impact by attending the
GEN+20 Summit. In this way, each donation begins a
ripple of world-bettering work around the globe. Here in
the GEN+20 headquarters we are ready to flex all of our
fundraising muscles for a final push to $75,000! Read
more.

 

There is a Life after GEN
Max Lindegger, permaculture activist and founder of
Crystal Waters in Australia, has been involved in GEN for
more than 20 years – indeed he was around when the
idea was first mentioned by Hildur and Ross Jackson.
Although Max has not been active in GEN or GENOA for
a number of years, his own life is still very active in
community. He shares with us what his life is looking like
now here.
.

 

Kibbutz Lotan: Mud and Straw Homes as Possible
Answers for Earthquake Regions
Nepalese villagers are now faced with massive rebuilding
projects following the April 25 earthquake. They could
benefit from the lessons learned by eco-minded builders
in Israel’s Arava desert. Marlene Dodinval reports. Read
more.

 

 The Joys and Challenges of Establishing a New GEN
Europa Office
With just a few weeks left until the GEN Europe General
Assembly in Findhorn Ecovillage, Scotland, it seems
appropriate to Robert Hall, Managing Director of GEN-
Europe, to reflect on the current situation with the GEN
'office transition'. Perhaps, however, we can start with a
historical perspective. Read more.

 

Middle East

GEN Europe
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Try my restaurant!
On a tour to teach positive psychology and the study of
happiness, Christophe Goll from Sweden has visited
numerous ecovillages. Loving contrasts, he spent some
nights in a 5 star hotel in between, and now is trying to
seduce an old friend into trying the ecovillage life. This is
the result: Read more.

 

Local Collaboration in Italy: "We grow our
vegetables as we grow ourselves"
In its 26 years of activity, the Ecovillage Torri Superiore, in
western Liguria, has been committed to building positive
relationships with the local population, tells Lucilla Borio,
founder and former GEN-Europe secretary. Now the local
connections also include businesses, and the principles
of sustainability and social responsibility. Read more.

 

Terra Preta Production, Part II: Waterless Urinals -
Charging Terra Preta at ZEGG
In 2013, ZEGG in Germany found itself in the midst of a
struggle to keep the rights to their own sewage treatment
and drinking water. In this situation, Achim Ecker was
looking for ways to reduce water consumption and reuse
waste water. After visiting Dr. Jürgen Reckin of the
University Eberswalde and the Terra Preta Project in the
Botanical Garden in Berlin, he started to work with the
fascinating prospects Terra Preta offers. In the last
newsletter he shared about the production of biochar, this
time he explains ways to charge the biochar with
nutrients - using urinals. Read more.
 

 

New Generation of Damanhur Citizens: Falling in
Love with Community
One of the fundamental ways of regeneration, in an
ecovillage, is welcoming in and integrating new members.
The longevity and sustainability of any community
depends on it. The approach to this process has evolved
over the 40 years of Damanhur's existence. Quaglia
Cocco reports: Read more.

 

How to Treat Volunteers? And why are People
Volunteering in Ecovillages?
Many motives have been put forward for the reason why
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people go abroad and look for volunteering work. As a
volunteer himself, Rolf Grooten, 70, from Holland, raised
the question in the group that he met in March of this
year, 2015. Read more.

 

The Biogas Wave: During the last GEN Europe
conference in ZEGG, T.H Culhane, BioGas expert, offered
to equip ecovillages with expertise how to build biogas
digesters. The first seminar took place in April in Tamera,
Portugal. In this video he shows the 5 different BioGas
digesters, and how to make them: Read more.

"The Story so Far": A Film about Findhorn
The challenge of compressing more than half a century of
faith, hope, love and inspiration into a 70-minute
documentary is an example of bold co-creation by many
whose lives have been profoundly touched by the enduring
magic of Findhorn. Geoff Dalglish praises it here.

 

Sekem/Egypt: The Miracle in the Desert
Led by the vision to promote sustainable development of
the individual, the society and the Earth, Dr. Ibrahim
Abouleish began to cultivate the hot, arid sandy ground of
Egypt. Here, he initiated a community as an incentive for
new approaches to economy, science, culture and
societal life. He named this initiative Sekem – the ancient
Egyptian Hieroglyph for “vitality”. Dr. Abouleish received
many awards for his achievements, including the 'Right
Livelihood Award', and an honorary doctorate from the
Graz University. This article is a chapter in the new book:
"Ecovillage - 1001 Ways to Heal the Planet". Read more.

 

Ensuring Regional Food Autonomy: Creating Links
of City and Rural People in Kenya

GEN Africa
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Regional food sovereignty needs farmers who have
access to health and education. Loubna Sadiki from
Morocco, a representative of NextGEN, reports on a
research trip to Nairobi, organized by the Kenyan
organization, Africa Adaptation Villages. Read more.

 

Democratic Republic of Congo: Second Intensive
Ecovillage Kinshasa Workshop’s in Ecovillage
Strategies
The second intensive workshop on ecovillage strategies in
Kinshasa took place from 4 to 16 May 2015, at the Carter
Center, the Center and IBI CEPROSEM village. 29
participants from Kinshasa, IBI village, and the
Dévelopment Faculty Institute benefited from this training.
Luc Lutala reports here.

 

Learning is Living: La Cité Ecologique, Canada and
USA
La Cité Ecologique started in Canada in 1984 as an
alternative school based on holistic education. Today La
Cité has two ecovillages - one in Quebec with 90
inhabitants and another in New Hampshire with 40
inhabitants. The glue that keeps the two communities
together is the shared focus on care for children and
youth. Marie Vaillant moved in as a teenager with her
family and later became the director of the second
ecovillage.Read more

"In Grave Danger of Falling Fruit" - A Visit in Village
Homes

GENNA - GEN North America

GENOA - GEN Oceania and Asia
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This phrase of permaculture co-developer Bill Mollison
(although he said “falling food”), kept running through
Diana Leafe Christian´s head each time she almost
bumped into limbs heavy with peaches hanging over the
path. This happened last August in Davis, California,
when it was her great pleasure to visit Village Homes with
her friend Vince, who lived there at the time. Read more.

 

Uruguay: Community regenerates land and land
regenerates community
Whenever Lucia Battegazzore from Uruguay thought
about herself living in a community, she imagined herself
in a beautiful place of untouched nature, with a stream of
clean water, an old native forest where she could lose
herself… However, the place where she has ended up is
different. Lucia has experienced first hand that
regenerating the ecosystems brings back community -
and the other way around. Read more.

Chile: Weaving invisible territorial structures
Jaime H. March Fernández, representing Ecochile
Network and CASA, reflects on bringing together the
ancient wisdom of the land, the cultures, and the new
movements for sustainability. More:

Brazil: Urban Garden of Women Warriors Quilombo
For three years now, from early 2010 to late 2012, an
urban garden has existed inside a squat called Quilombo
das Guerreiras (Women Warriors Quilombo), based on
agroecological principles. Essentially the result of a
collective work, this great intervention is part of the lively
scenery of a highly urbanized and careless place, the
Francisco Bicalho Avenue, in the city center of Rio de
Janeiro. The urban garden gained its own ecosystem, the
plants sprouted and grew between the cobblestones
boosting the force of life. For its creation, participants
roamed paths as intuition and inspiration led them, and
exposed the multiplicity of creative fields. Priscila
Piantanida writes about the various artistic, environmental
and educational dimensions of a work which, despite
being arduous, was a powerful experience of motivation,

CASA - GEN Latin America
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learning and humility. More:

 

 

Bhutan: Visiting the Country of the Gross National
Happiness Index
Globalization is affecting the life of Bhutan. About eighty
percent of food is imported from India even though the
country has the capability of growing all its own food. The
people are being adversely affected by TV and
materialistic values. Mr. Lhundup Dukpa, program director
of the School Education Division of Royal Education
Council (REC), had been searching for an alternative
education system and a more sustainable way of life in
keeping with the intrinsic values of natural resources and
culture. He was invited to the annual GENOA meeting in
Malaysia in 2013, and became a representative of GEN-
Bhutan. Michiyo Furuhashi, former President of GENOA,
shares her impressions of a recent visit to Bhutan. More.

 

Public Action for Climate Awareness: EDE Students
in Orissa/India on the Market Place
A new workshop on climate change and peak oil was
organized by THREAD, an ecovillage promoting
organisation in Odisha, for all customers at Laxmipur
market.
Standing in different corners of the market, the young
tribal activists of Koraput district who had completed the
Ecovillage Design Education course at Siddharthvillage,
Kakiriguma biodiversity campus, explained to the people
the danger of peak oil and the need for alternate thinking
and living. More:

Japan in Transition: College for Sustainable Society
Building and the Ecovillage Promotion Project
Japan has been dependent on more than 30% of the
country's energy from nuclear power plants. After
experiencing Fukushima, many Japanese people started
restructuring their lives. Transition became attractive and
caught the interest of those who were searching for ways
to live more sustainably. Shunro Yoshida had already
founded the Non-government-organization, Transition
Japan, in 2009. Hiroko Katayama is from the As-One-
Community in Suzuka, which became part of Transition
Japan recently and hosted its first conference in March.
More:
 

 

GENOA - AUSTRALIA AND OCEANIA
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India: Health and Harmony during the Golden Years.
AuERA Living is a joint initiative to create a visionary path
to retired life in a community that provides one with
dignity, harmony and health in a sustainable manner. The
goal is to create communities that inspire people to make
the very most of life, without many of the concerns that
come with getting older. Pullat Devadas Menon reports
here.

 

New Gaia Education Masters Program: Integrated
Systems Design for Sustainability
It is with great excitement that Gaia Education
announces its new Masters programme: Integrated
Systems Design for Sustainability - Master en Diseño de
Sistemas Integrados para la Sosteniblidad!
http://sites.ecovillage.org/de/article/new-gaia-education-
masters-program

 

The Global Ecovillage Network is a registered charity: SC043796 and has consultative status
in the UN – ECOSOC.

Visit our renovated site at: gen.ecovillage.org
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